Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Check
Procexure


https://bluesafeonline.com.au/product/heavy-vehicle-pre-start-check-procedure

Blue Safe

ONLINE
Table of Contents
U 0T P 4
S ToTo] o1 YT PURPP 4
DEfINITIONS ...ttt 5
Key DefinitionS .......oooiiiiee 5
Roles and ResponSibIlitieS..........iiiiiiii i 5
Officers and Senior Management...........ooooiiiiiiiii i 5
Supervisors and ManagErS............uuciiii it 5
Drivers and Operators........cccooveevvveeeiiiiiiiieeee e e 6
Maintenance Personnel...........cccoooo 6
WHS Personnel.........cccuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieet i e 6
Training and Competency........... weceeeeeeeennt B A 6
Pre-Start Check Requiraiients ..o e 7
Frequency of CRecCK. ...l e 7
Environmental' 1 \Site’ onditions..........ooooiii 7
Pre-Star 11 meCtC ) Pl . 8
P 1 = BP@I 1 DN et e e e e e e e e a e 8
Ster - Do umentation and Identification ... 8
>tep 3 — External Walk-Around InSpection ............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciee e 8
_tep 4 — Internal Cabin and Controls Inspection..............cccooveeiiiiiiiii e, 8
Step 5 — Functional TESIS .......coooiiiiiiiii e 8
Step 6 — Completion and Sign-Off ........oooviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 9
Detailed Pre-Start Checklist [femMS ...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 9
General Vehicle Identification and Documentation ............ccccccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 9
Tyres, Wheels and RiMS .........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeneanennanaee 9
Braking SyStem ... 9
Steering and SUSPENSION ........ueiiiiiiiiiiiie e 10
Lights, Reflectors and Electrical ... 10
Engine Bay and FIUIAS ... 10
Bodywork, Guards and Safety Equipment.............cccoeveiiiiiii 10
Cabin, Controls and Safety Systems ............ooiiiiiiii e 11

Version Authorised by Review # Date of Issue: Review Date: 2


https://bluesafeonline.com.au/product/heavy-vehicle-pre-start-check-procedure

Load Restraint and Coupling (Transport and Civil) ............ccccoii. 11
Site-Specific Iltems (Mining, Civil, Farming) ... 11
Defect Management and Out-of-Service Criteria ..........ccooooeeiiiiiiiiiciiii e, 12
DefeCt Categories ........oouiiiiiii e 12
Examples of Critical Defects. ... 12
Tagging and ISOIAtION ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 12
Reporting and Record KEEPING......ccccceiiiiiiiiiieiii et 13
Pre-Start RECOIAS ... 13
DefeCt REPOIING ......cooiiieiicei et 13
Audit and REVIEW ... b 13
Risk Management..............uueeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i 14
Hazard Identification ..............ooooiiiii e 14
RiSK CONErOIS......eeeiiiieiiiiiiiiit heeeeeiiiiieeeent e e 14
Fatigue, Fitness for Worand i e-S. t Chec! ..., 14
Emergency Situations« 2d Pod -Incider cheCKS..........uuvuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 15
Communication ¢ 1€ SoNS. tationN .....cooooeeiiieee 15
REVIEW | 51 00CEAL 18 .01 i ettt 15
Y=Y T [Tt 15
Apps 'ix A~ Example Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Checklist Structure ................ 15
appendix B — Training and Competency Record Template...........ccccoeeeeeeeneene. 15
{ppendix C — Defect Register Template .........cccoooveviiiiiiiiiiic e, 16

Version Authorised by Review # Date of Issue: Review Date: 3


https://bluesafeonline.com.au/product/heavy-vehicle-pre-start-check-procedure

Purpose

The purpose of this Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Check Procedure is to ensure that all
heavy vehicles operated by [Company Name] are inspected and confirmed safe prior
to use each day or shift. This procedure supports [Company Name]'s commitment to
providing a safe workplace, preventing vehicle-related incidents, and complying with
applicable work health and safety (WHS) legislation and Heavy Vehicle National Law
(HVNL).

This procedure applies to all heavy vehicles, including but not limited to:
. Prime movers and trailers used in transport and logistics

. Tippers, water carts, service trucks and low loaders used in civil construction
and earthworks

. Haul trucks, service vehicles, fuel carts and< iaintenance trucks used in
mining and resources

. Tractors, harvesters, spreaders, trucke and< .uities used in farming and
agriculture

Scope
This procedure covers:
. Daily and pi 3 »hift . @ start inspections of heavy vehicles
. Re® »ansibilit »s'« " drive s/operators, supervisors and maintenance personnel
. Ident “cau .| 2porung and control of defects
. ~quire. ents for documentation and record keeping
. wlanagement of non-conformances and out-of-service vehicles
“he| rocedure applies to:

. All employees, labour hire workers and contractors who operate or supervise
the operation of heavy vehicles under the control of [Company Name]

. All heavy vehicles operated on public roads, private haul roads, construction
sites, farms and other work locations

This procedure does not replace:
. Manufacturer’s instructions and maintenance schedules
. Formal pre-operation training and competency requirements
. Legislative requirements for roadworthiness and heavy vehicle inspections

Where there is any inconsistency, the higher standard of safety must be applied.
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Definitions

Term Definition

Key Definitions

. Heavy vehicle — Any truck, prime mover, trailer, bus, plant or agricultural
machine that is used for work and requires a pre-start inspection due to its
size, complexity or risk profile.

. Pre-start check — A systematic inspection.«”a heavy vehicle conducted
before it is first used in a shift or day to« unfirm it is safe, roadworthy (where
applicable) and fit for purpose.

. Defect — Any fault, damage..excessive v. ar or ab~" 'mal condition that may
affect the safe operation, roc worthiness ¢ er:’.onmental performance of a
heavy vehicle.

. Out-of-service -\ status’ ppliec. 2« neavy vehicle that is not to be used
due to asa’ v-criv_als"_iect or non-compliance.

. Operator/di re — Ari_ nerson who is authorised and competent to operate a
he. «, »ehicle

Isolax »n — % | process of ensuring a vehicle cannot be started or moved,
mically tsing keys removal, lock-out devices and signage.

R 'Cs anu Responsibilities
Yff >ers and Senior Management

. Ensure adequate resources (time, tools, training and systems) are provided to
implement this procedure.

. Ensure WHS risks associated with heavy vehicle operation are identified,
assessed and controlled.

. Monitor WHS performance, including pre-start completion rates, defect trends
and incident data.

Supervisors and Managers

. Ensure all heavy vehicle operators are trained and competent in this
procedure.

. Verify that pre-start checks are completed and documented before vehicles
are used.

. Ensure defects are actioned in a timely manner and vehicles are removed
from service when required.

Version Authorised by Review # Date of Issue: Review Date: 5


https://bluesafeonline.com.au/product/heavy-vehicle-pre-start-check-procedure

Blue Safe

ONLINIE

Conduct periodic audits of pre-start records and physical inspections of
vehicles.

Support a no-blame reporting culture that encourages prompt defect
reporting.

Drivers and Operators

Conduct a thorough pre-start check of the assigned heavy vehicle at the start
of each shift, or before first use.

Use the approved [Company Name] Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Checklist or
electronic inspection system.

Immediately report any defects, hazards or abnormal conditions to the
supervisor.

Tag and isolate vehicles that are unsafe o« unroadworthy.

Do not operate any vehicle that is un. >fe, not . for purpose or in
contravention of road transport laws.

Maintenance Personnel

WE S

Assess reported 77 .ects . d de rmine< nether the vehicle can remain in
service or must L_removs 4 from' > Uice.

Prioritise ar. ! ampic = repairs in accordance with risk, manufacturer’s
guidance an, le_islati \ requirements.

Rec: -a'¢'me aten. nce actions and close out defects in the relevant system.

“ommu icate with operators and supervisors about vehicle status and any
o’ ating imitations.

Personnel

Provide guidance on WHS risk management relating to heavy vehicles.

Assist with incident investigations where vehicle condition or pre-start checks
may be a contributing factor.

Review this procedure in light of legislative changes, industry standards and
incident learnings.

Training and Competency

Version

All heavy vehicle operators must receive training covering:
—  This Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Check Procedure
—  Use of the specific pre-start checklist or app
— Basic fault recognition (e.g. tyre damage, leaks, steering issues)
— Reporting and isolation requirements

Competency must be verified through:
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